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On the role and behavior of social workers in child sexual abuse cases
from the sexual abuse redress

Hui — Nu Chen’

Abstract

Due to the limited cognitive development of young children and people with
intellectual disabilities, it is often difficult to present testimony and thus fail to file a
case, or to identify mistakes under the influence of other factors such as inducement,
resulting in wrongful convictions. Unsolved cases are often heard, but wrongful cases
are rarely heard. However, in recent years, several cases have sought the assistance of
private judicial institutions to rehabilitate, and filed complaints with the Control Yuan
for investigation, which have gradually been reported by the media, showing that
there are unjust and wrongful cases that impede sexual autonomy, and there may be a
potential proportion. Criminal justice pursues the truth. In addition to finding out the
facts of the crime and punishing the criminals, it should not wrong the innocent and
cause another victim, so as to seek the real truth.

By analyzing two cases of nuisance and self-inflicted grievances that are seeking
redress, this paper discusses the actions of social workers in child sexual abuse cases,
in order to examine the child protection investigation responsibilities that social
workers should perform when investigating child sexual abuse cases, and the
investigation process. The results of the analysis showed that neither of the two cases
were disclosed by the children themselves, but that the family members or teachers
suspected that the cases had sexual experience or might have been sexually assaulted,
and they kept questioning the case owners and reported the results after they got the
results. During the process of accompanying the interrogation, the social worker not
only served as an accompanying role, but was also involved in the interrogation
process, which affected the outcome of the interrogation.

Finally, the following suggestions are made for child protection social workers:
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1. Investigation and evaluation stage: a comprehensive understanding of the client’s
growth background and family system, whether the client personally disclosed it, the
source of the initial report, and the context of the abuse process; 2. Interrogation Or
the trial stage: have professional knowledge of various types of victims, be familiar
with the roles and execution tasks prescribed by law, and understand that they should
strictly observe the role of accompanying people during the investigation and trial
stages, and should not actively participate in questioning (interrogation), play the role
of accompanying the court, representing the presenter, emotional supporter, and

communication coordinator.

Keyword: confirmation bias, miscarriage of justice, sexual abuse, social worker
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